
Onsite Self-Publishing is Here! 
A library exists to help readers connect with the books they want, and now, with our Espresso Book Machine 
(EBM), we’re eager to help authors connect their works with others. This is your opportunity to turn your novel, 
poetry, journal, family history, or even your collection of family recipes, into actual, beautiful, readable objects.  
The EBM will transform your work into a paperback book complete with a full color cover and a black and white 
interior, indistinguishable from books produced by traditional publishers. 

There are no minimum print runs, so you can print as many or as few copies as you want, when you want.  You 
can even print a work-in-progress, uploading revised files and printing new versions at any time. You can offer 
your book for sale or keep it private (printable only by you), whichever best suits your project. In the event you do 
choose to make your book available for sale, you retain all rights to your work, and you set your own retail price. 
Your book will be automatically added to EspressNet, the EBM’s distribution network, which makes your book 
accessible anywhere in the world where there is an Espresso Book Machine. This is, of course, in addition to 
offering your book for sale on the EBM Shelves right here at the library.  
 
What You Need to Get Started:
Once you have completed writing your book and wish to start printing, simply provide us with two print-ready 
PDF’s, one for the interior pages and one for your cover. Sending them via email is best, but if that’s not an option 
we can accommodate other methods (online file-sharing sites, FTP, thumb drives or CDs). Then you’ll meet with 
our onsite EBM Consultant, in person or over the phone, to discuss which setup options work best for your 
project. We strongly recommend this personal consultation up front as it helps to ensure that your initial print-run 
is done right the first time. Once your files are complete, with just the push of a button, the EBM will print, bind, 
and trim your perfect-bound paperback book, in any language, with a full-color cover, in a matter of minutes.

What You Need to Get Discovered:
The Espresso Book Machine is a break-through opportunity for all authors to share their work with the world. 
Toward that end, we offer book production capabilities that go beyond simple printing services. From publishing 
packages to a la carte services, we offer a full suite of editorial, design, layout, and formatting services. This 
includes e-book conversions, ISBN, Copyright, and Library of Congress registration, to name just a few.  
Whatever your needs, our EBM Consultant stands ready to assist you in preparing your book for its proper debut. 

The Interior File
The PDF for your interior pages should match the intended trim size of your book, and your text should be centered 
within the PDF page. The PDF should be formatted as individual pages (no double page spreads or signatures).  Images 
and photographs can also be included, though they will be printed in black and white.  

The Cover File
If you decide to design your own cover, you will need to combine your back cover, spine, and front 

cover to form one continuous landscape-oriented image centered within an 11” x 17” document. 
Please refer to our DIY Guidelines (on our website) for more details on how to calculate your spine 

width. Please keep in mind, however, that for your convenience, we offer a variety of customized 
cover design templates from which to choose. Simply ask our EBM Consultant for sample 
selections.
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The Write Stuff
Here are but a few tips designed to help familiarize you 
with the EBM’s self-publishing capabilities:

Your book can be anywhere between 40 pages to 
about 700 pages long.  For our purposes, a page 
refers to one PDF page or book page, not one sheet 
of paper (there are two book pages to each sheet of 
paper, one on each side).

Your book’s trim size can be anywhere between 4.5” 
x  5” small to 8.25” x 10.5” large. The “trim” size refers 
to the physical dimensions of your book (width by height 
in inches). One significant benefit to self-publishing on 
the EBM as opposed to online services is that we offer 
a wide variety of trim sizes within the minimum and 
maximum sizes outlined above all at one price.

You have a choice of the materials used to print 
your book. The cover of your book can be printed on 
either a matte or satin stock, while the interior pages 
can be printed on either cream or white paper. Our EBM 
Consultant will have samples of recently printed books 
on hand to better assist you in making your selections.

The EBM’s EspressNet®

For many authors, printing a book is only the first step. 
Now you can also make your book available on any 
other Espresso Book Machine worldwide. The EBM’s 
EspressNet makes it possible for your book to be 
accessible to anyone interested in your work but who 
happens to live in another state or even another country. 
Our EspressNet program is included as part of our 
Standard Self-Publishing Setup. Should you elect to sell 
your work over EspressNet, all sales are tracked and 
payment flows back to you, the author, consistent with 
our consignment arrangement described below. 

EBM Shelves Program
EBM books on display here at the library are offered 
for sale as part of the EBM Shelves program. You set 
the retail price of your book and retain all rights to your 
work. You prepay the print cost, and when your book 
sells you receive the full retail amount less a $1.00 
consignment fee per copy. Your readers can also order 
your book online and we’ll print copies on demand to 
fill their orders. For each book sold, we will retain an 
amount to cover print costs plus the $1.00 consignment 
fee and remit the balance back to you.  

For more information pertaining to all aspects of 
our self-publishing program, simply contact our 
EBM Consultant to schedule an appointment. All the 
information here--and much more--is also available 
on our website, 
www.darienlibrary.org/espresso

Self-Publishing on the 
Espresso Book Machine®

at

Books printed in minutes onsite...for immediate pick-up

Darien Library  l  1441 Post Road  l  Darien, CT 06820
(203) 669-5233  l  Email: espresso@darienlibrary.org

www.darienlibrary.org/espresso

®

by On Demand Books

http://www.darienlibrary.org/espresso

